What happens when automated blood culture instrument detect growth but there are no technologists in the microbiology laboratory?
We investigated blood cultures that revealed growth at night when no technologists were in the microbiology laboratory and at other times when the laboratory was staffed. On average, it took 7 h and 26 min and 2 h and 12 min for laboratory personnel to report positive blood culture Gram stain results to physicians when growth was detected by automated instruments during the former and latter time periods, respectively. When positive blood culture results led to a change in therapy, it took an average of 8 h and 21 min and 5 h and 26 min in the former and latter groups, respectively, from detection to when the order was written.